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ANNUAL REPORT
TO Mr. James J. Sughrue, Director of Registration.
Sir:—This is a statement of the activities of the Board of Registration in
Pharmacy, and its opinion as to the condition of the retail drug business in the
Commonwealth during the year 1937, as prescribed by law. Conditions of the
trade are just fair, taken as a whole. Where mills or manufacturing plants
have been closed for months, pharmacy has suffered along with other pro-
fessions and trades. In districts where a large percentage of the population is
on welfare and the consumers purchasing power is reduced, pharmacy has
suffered more because these people have been granted the privileges of local
community dispensaries.
Still another discouraging factor in many cities is that the residents are
served with too many drug stores, yet the Board has no grounds for refusing a
permit to a pharmacist desiring to open a new store in any locality if all con-
ditions relative to the ownership and supervision of the store are according
to law.
On May 28, 1937, there was put in operation a Fair Trade Act and we find
that this has been a great help to the retail druggist and all retail merchants.
This legislation was very much needed on account of the unfair price cutting,
particularly by the cosmetic and patent medicine stores who employ unskilled
labor as against the druggist who must employ professional pharmacists. This
law has educated the public to the fact that these commodities can be bought
for the same price at their druggist as from the so-called "cut-rate" stores in
the centre of the shopping district.
During the year a new law was enacted by the Massachusetts legislature
prohibiting the sale of insulin in patent medicine stores and our inspectors
have been given special instructions to call at these stores to see that this item,
as well as other prohibited drugs, was not sold or carried in stock.
The Board is opposed to the drug business being carried on as one depart-
ment in any large department store or any large store selling merchandise of
all kinds, and feels that such types of stores cannot serve the public as can any
regular registered drug store.
The Board has noticed that during the year many applicants for examina-
tion are from outside the State. We feel this is because their own states re-
quire College of Pharmacy graduation, and although making repeated efforts,
we have been unable to obtain such legislation. Such a law, if enacted, would
have a tendency to reduce the number of new stores opening and give more
opportunity for drug clerks in Massachusetts to obtain employment and better;
wages.
There have been many changes as to drug store locations. 57 stores have
closed; 55 new stores have opened; 20 have moved from one location to another;
and 85 have changed owners. The total of 2,027, however, is practically the
same as in the previous year.
You will note by the Secretary's report the large number of hearings given
during the year which kept the Board very busy, and also that a total of 594
persons were examined for registration as pharmacists. This was done in 11
examinations.
The work of the Agent and his assistants as to inspection of drug stores will
also be found a part of the Secretary's report, which follows.
Respectfully submitted,
John F. Walsh, President
Charles W. King, Secretary.
John R. Sawyer.
Timothy S. Shea.
Augustine J. Lawlor.
November 30, 1937.
Examination for Registration as Pharmacists
Date Date
1937 Examined Registered 1937 Examined Registered
Jan. 20 66 26 June 15 51
Feb. 3 43 11 June 29 61
Mar. 17 49 19 Oct. 20 . . 45
Apr. 21 49 17 Nov. 16 53
May 12 56 23
473 167
14
33
12
12
Totals
Examination for Registration as Assistants
Examined Registered Examined Registered
641936—Dec. 9 ... 48 32 1937—June 29 . 73
Totals 96
Registered by Massachusetts Through Interstate Reciprocity
District of Columbia 1 North Dakota 1
Illinois 1 Pennsylvania 1
Maine 2 Rhode Island 2
New Hampshire 1
Financial Statement
Receipts
Permits $11,465.00
Certificates of Fitness 10,775.00
Examinations 2,762.00
Reciprocity 300.00
Duplicate Certificates 40.00
Certified Statements 25.00
Suspense Account Receivable 5.00
Total income $25,372.00
(The above table shows the net amount of income. Fees which were refunded
when Permits and Certificates of Fitness were refused, have been deducted.)
Expenses
Members' Salaries §4,300.00
Agent and Investigators' Salaries 9,072.70
Travel of the Board, Agent and Investigators 4,580.51
Clerks' Salaries from appropriation of the Director 4,396.22
Office expenses from appropriation of the Director 2,216.15
Total expense $24,565.58
Financial Statement verified.
Approved: Geo. E. Murphy, ConiptroUer.
Summary
Meetings
Number of meetings held for examinations 11
Number of meetings held for hearings, etc. 37
Total number of meetings
Hearings
On violation of State laws following court convictions 52
Relative to violations reported by local licensing boards 5
Relative to violations reported by the A. B. C. Commission iOn complaints resulting from investigations by the Agent and Inspectors
of the Board 3
On complaint of the Prescription Protective Bureau relative to substi-
tution 2
Number of hearings relative to applications for permits, Certificates of
Fitness and reciprocity 33
Total number of hearings I45
Results of Hearings
Num.ber of cases where both the permit and certificate of fitness were
revoked
^
Num.ber of cases where both the permit and certificate of fitness were
suspended 3
Num.ber of cases where the certificates of fitness was suspended and
druggist placed on probation 1
Number of certificates of fitness suspended or revoked, other than given
above 15
Number of cases placed on file 39
Number of pharmacists placed on probation 3
Permits refused (not granted on any re-application) 4
Certificates of Fitness refused (not granted on any re-application) .... 10
Report of Agent and Assistants
Number of drug stores inspected 4,764
Number of "patent medicine stores" inspected (unregistered stores) . . . 738
Investigation of court cases and others 137
Total number of Drug Stores, etc.
Total number of drug stores on November 30, 1937 2.027
Number of stores holding Certificates of Fitness 1,913
Number of persons registered as pharmacists since the,year 1885 when
registration in pharmacy became a law 9,649
Registered pharmacists active in the business today 8,431
Number of persons registered as Assistants since the year 1908 when
Assistant registration was enacted 2,992
Active registered Assistants today (not including those later becoming
pharmacists) 297
Respectfully submitted,
Charles W. King, Secretary.
